The Stretham Scoop

Friday 15th November 2024

A bi-weekly round up of what’s happening in our school!

Mr Sweeney’s shout out:

Dear Parents/Carers,

What a crazy week! As I arrived in school on Monday to celebrate my birthday, I joked that it would be typical if we received a phone call
notifying us of an Ofsted inspection. Low and behold, it seems that I predicted it, as that phone call came on Monday morning with our phone
lines down and unable to accept calls! Luckily, we managed to speak with our lead inspector and, as I'm sure you are all aware, were visited on
Tuesday and Wednesday. We are currently unable to share anything further regarding the inspection but as soon as we have received our
report, we will share this with you. As a staff, we are incredibly grateful for all of the feedback given on parent view, your kind words, wishes
and offers of support. The children were absolutely wonderful, polite and respectful and gave their honest views about our school. The
inspection team were very complimentary about our children and this means the world to us all.

Alongside this, it has been our kindness week, this week. The focus has been about showing respect and the classrooms have been full of
purposeful discussion and developing empathy. From creating respect posters, to looking at our networks of support and how we can show
gratitude, the school has been full of debate about how we can demonstrate kindness, even when we're not feeling at our best. With today being
Children in Need day, it’s been wonderful seeing our children in spots and stripes! We will let you know how much we’ve raised when we have
totaled it all but thank you for your generosity.

In assemblies over the last two weeks we have explored the theme of courage and being brave, particularly linking to Armistice Day. Last week,
we shared the text ‘Lest We Forget’ which focusses on the theme of ‘having a bad day’ and how this compares to those who sacrificed their
time, their relationships and their lives to fight for our country. In addition to this, we have really drilled down into how our words can have
serious impact on those around us, looking at how we may look okay on the outside but inside may be feeling bruised and hurt by unkind
comments. As a staff, we are encouraging children to own their behaviour and recognise this. We also said goodbye to Mrs Jones who has been
a key part of our catering team since 2017; we are going to miss her greatly.

We held an impeccable reflection on Monday remembering those who sacrificed their lives. It was incredibly poignant seeing every child
reflect so maturely. Ladybirds demonstrated their understanding throughout the week, but my personal highlight was the yummy biscuits they
made in a poppy design! Year 1 also paid their respects by visiting the war memorial on a village walk and discussing the number of poppies
around the village. On Tuesday, it was Michael Rosen day - the children had chocolate cake for pudding and Year 2 wrote their own versions
of the text ‘I am happy.’ It was wonderful reading a wide range of them. This week, Year 3 have been working hard on their understanding of
money and have linked this to Children In Need; some very complex thinking has taken place! Robin class have written beautiful poems about
how to spread kindness and how this makes others feel - I welled up at a few of them! Year 5 have been working hard on using resources to
build, draw and construct difficult mathematical concepts. Year 6 have been continuing to read the novel ‘Wonder’ and their developing
inference skills and empathy are really quite phenomenal. I know that they blew one of our visitors away with their empathetic and
considerate viewpoints.

On a final note, today is Mrs Marsh’s last day at Stretham, she really has been an asset to us as a school. Her tireless work in maintaining the
school, being tenacious in ensuring we get the right support from the local authority for building concerns, her knowledge of the building and
of course her wonderful school meals are all going to be missed. Mrs Marsh, please do not be a stranger, you are a huge part of Stretham life
and are going to be sorely missed. You are welcome back whenever you want to visit! THANK YOU.

Mr Sweeney and the Stretham team.

Superb Stretham Snippets:

- Last week, the NSPCC visited Years 2,5 and 6 to discuss how to keep ourselves safe. The visitors spoke of our children’s wonderful
manners, engagement and respect.
- With our visitors in school this week, a lot of time was spent talking to the children - it was noted, again, how respectful, polite and
conscientious our pupils are towards visitors. We could not be prouder of them.
- Our choir had their first rehearsal this week and they sounded beautiful - we cannot wait to share their singing with you soon!
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Safeguarding @ Stretham: 10,Top)Tips.for: Parents/and Educators
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Attendance update:

Well done to the following classes with the
highest attendance figures this week

Hedgehogs: 98.3%
Rabbits: 99.6%
Kite 96.7%

Letters sent home:
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Children in Need 2024 - Raffle ticket sales B e e
Tempest Photography online order deadline - 24th
November
PSA Arts and Crafts afternoon - 16 November 2024

Key Diary Dates:

16 November 2024 - PSA Christmas Craft afternoon
26 November 2024 - Stretham CP Christmas craft afternoon
24th November 2024, Tempest Photography deadline
28 November 2024 - 03 December 2024 - Book Fair
30 November - Christmas Fair
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